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In the last Office Action claim 1 was objected and claims 2. 0. l k 12. Id. 1 S-20. 24 and 32 
uciv rejected under 35 I'.S.C. ? 1 1 2. second paragraph, as being indefinite. Claims 1. 2. 0. u . 
II. 12. 10. 1S-24. 51. 32. 40 and 4S-50 were rejected under 35 I .S.C. $ 102(h) as being 
anticipated b\ Paoh 0.22S .04°!. Claims I. 2. 0. l ). 11. 12. Id. CN 24. 31. 32. 40 and 4S-50 have 
been canceled without prejudice in order to advance the prosecution of the present application 
and new 01 -NO inclusive ha\e been substituted therefore. Reconsideration and allowance ot the 
application are respectful l> requested in view of the following remarks. 

All of the new 1\ submitted claims have been presented in a manner to overcome the 
objection and rejection under 35 I '.S.C. ^ 1 1 2. second paragraph. New claim 61 is a 
combination of original claims 1.10 and 20 and cleaiiv distinguishes the invention from the prior 
art ot lecord. 

It is respect fui I v submitted that the rejection of ( 4 aim 20 in the light of the disclosure ot 
Paoh in I AS. Patent Specification No. 5.22S.04 U is incorrcctl} made. It is respectful!) submitted 
that Paoh tails to disclose or suggest a semi-conductor de\ ice w Inch comprises all the teatures ot 
Claims 1 and 20. It is respectful I v submitted that Paoh tails to disclose a semi-conductor dev ice 
w Inch compi lses the features claimed in the new Claim 0 1 . and in particular. Paoh lails to 
disclose a senn - conductor dev ice having a first electrical con tad which comprises the leatures 
of: 

uri a mam elongated electrical contact i I ^ > extending vi 1 ^!,:!!!!,:!;} longitudinal o 
relative to the active recion i ln>. and 
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ib) a plurahtv of spac cd apart elongated sccondarv electrical contacts < 1 6 i c icct ncai 1 \ 
connected to the mam ci m tact ( 15). and extending I rom the main contact d^nn :i direction 
general] v transv ersek of the acti v e region, the >econdar) contacts (16) and the mam contact (I s ) 
together forming the actual contact areas and co-operating for defining the non-contact areas 
(21 ). 

furthermore, it is rcspccllullv submitted that not onl) does Paoli tad to disclose or 
suggest such a first electrical contact comprising features (a) and (b) abo\e. but Paoh also fails to 
surest the pro\ ision of a semi-conductor de\ ice w ith such features ( a ) and ( b ) as set out abo\ e. 

Paoli discloses a semi-conductor laser comprising a plurality of heterostructure iavers 
including an active la\er for producing and amplifying coherent radiation. Paoh discloses a tirst 
contact w hi ch is shaped to outline an area on the semi-conductor medium lor determining the 
shape of the area of the active region. The de\ ice of Paoli also discloses a tirst contact u Inch 
forms actual contact areas and non-contact areas. Such contact and non-contact areas are 
disclosed m f igs. 3b and 3c. However, it is respectful!) submitted that mm here in Paoh is there 
an\ disclosure nor is there an\ suggestion that the contact areas could be pro\ ided b\ a main 
elongated electrical contact extending substantial I) longitudmall) relative to the active region 
and a plural it \ of spaced apart elongated secomlar) electrical contacts u Inch are electrical I v 
connected to the mam contact and extending from the mam contact m a direction generall) 
t rails \ crsc I v ol the active region. In the embodiment of Paoh disclosed with reference to fig. 3c. 
the til's t electrical contra; is prov ;dcd b\ a pluraht) of elongated" contacts w Inch extend in a 
generallv longitudinal direction onl) . In the embodiment ol' f"m >h ib.a -Av^va' c 

o 
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prov ided b\ a pluraht \ of spaced apai't eontacts w hieh Paoh refers to tn his speei I leation at 
( MMumn 5. I a ne P as a pi Lira 1 1 1 \ of open clots of \ arv me si/e. Accordinel v . it is respcett nil v 
submitted that Paoh lads to disclose of surest t ho invention ot i ho new ( Maim 6 1 . In mow ot 
this, it is respeetlullv submitted that the new Claim 01 is no\ el and not ob\ iolis in the heht ot 
Paoh. 

It is also respeetlullv submitted that none ot the other prior art documents disclose or 
sueeest a semi-eonduetor de\ ice eomprisine the features of the m\ ention of the new Claim b 1 . 
and m particular, none of the other prior art doeuments disclose or suggest sueh a semi-eonduetor 
de\iee with a first eleetrieal eontaet eomprisini: the features ta) and (b) as set out above. 

Accordmelv. it is respeetfullv submitted that not onlv is the invention of the new Claim 
b 1 nov el and not obv unis m the light of Paoh. but furthermore, it is respeetlullv submitted that 
the mv ention of the new Clai m b 1 is nov el and not obv ions w hot her Paoh is considered on its 
ow n or combined with one or more of the other prior art documents. It is there tore respcett ull v 
submitted that the new Claim bl should be allowable, and allovvanee is respeetlullv requested. 

Once the l:\ammer is satisfied of the allow abihtv of the new Claim bl.it is respeetlullv 
submitted that the rem amine new (Maims (C to "4 which arc dependent either directlv or 
indireetiv on the new Claim b I should likew i>e be allow able, and allow anee is respeetlullv 
requested. 

New (Maim ~\ s is a method claim, and includes features which correspond to the features 

of the new (Maim 0 1 . I; is ; here i ore i c^vet t nil v submitted thai once the Iwammer is sat i shed ol 
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the allow abiht\ ot the new ( "hum 6 1 . new Claim should likew isc be allow able, and allow anee 
of the new Claim "5 is respect 1 til 1 \ requested. 

Since the remaining Claims "6 to SO are dependent either direct!) or indirectly on the 
new Claim 7 X it is respectfulK submitted that once the Hxaminer is satisfied of the allowability 
ot the new Claim 7 \ the new Claims to SO should likewise be allowable, and allowance are 
respect ful I \ requested. 

In \iew of the foregoing amendments and arguments it is submitted that new claims 61- 
SO inclusive are allowable and it is respectfully requested that these claims be allowed and the 
application passed to issue forthwith. 

If for any reason the Hxaminer is unable to allow the application on the next Ot I ice 
Action and feels that an interview would be helpful to resol\e any remaining issue, the i;\aminer 
is respectfulK requested to contact the undersigned attorney for the purpose of arranging such an 
interx icw . 



1 1 
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The I SPTO is direeted and authorized lo eharee all required lees, exeept tor the Issue 
I ; ee and the Publieation t ; ee. to Deposit Aeeount No. PMSSO. Please also eredit an\ 
o\erpa\ments to said Deposit .Aeeount. 



Respeetl ull\ submitted. 



si'ghrit; mion. pppc 

Telephone: (202) 2^-7060 
I-aesimile: (202) 2^3-7860 



Rohert \'. Sloan 
Registration No. 22.775 




Date: Januarv 10. 2003 
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VKRSION WITH MAKklNdS TO SHOW CHAM, IS MADK 

IN Till: CLAIMS : 

Claims L 2, 6, 9. IK 12, 16. 18-24. 31. 32, 46 and 48-50 are canceled. 
Claims 61-80 inclusive are added as new claims. 



